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Foreword 
In our Issues Paper, Dividing Relationship Property – Time for Change? Te mātatoha rawa 
tokorau – Kua eke te wā? we asked whether the existing rules in the Property (Relationships) 
Act 1976 are still achieving a just division of property at the end of a relationship. 

We received extensive feedback on this question from members of the public as well as 
experts working in the area.  We have also been helped by the results of a survey of public 
attitudes and values on relationship property division in New Zealand which was carried out by 
the University of Otago and funded by the Michael and Suzanne Borrin Foundation. 

We have concluded that there need to be changes to the Property (Relationships) Act 1976 to 
ensure that we have law which New Zealanders think is fair for most people most of the time. 

Our preferred package of reforms is set out in this paper. Please read it and share your 
opinions with us about whether you agree with the proposals or not. We are open to altering 
the proposals if it is shown that they will not work as intended or that there is a better 
approach. The feedback we receive will influence the final recommendations we make to the 
Government in 2019.  

 
Douglas White 
President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Have your say 
This paper setting out our preferred approach to reform of the Property (Relationships) Act 1976 is 
available online at www.lawcom.govt.nz. 

We want to know what you think about this preferred approach. Do you agree or disagree with our 
preferred approach? Please also explain the reasons for your views. 

Submissions or comments (formal or informal) on our preferred approach should be received by 14 
December 2018. 

You can email your submission to pra@lawcom.govt.nz.  

You can post your submission to: 
Property (Relationships) Act Review 
Law Commission 
PO Box 2590 
Wellington 6140 

 

WHAT HAPPENS TO MY SUBMISSION? 

The Law Commission may refer to the views it receives in its publications, but will anonymise 
submissions from private individuals. The Commission keeps all submissions as part of its official 
records. 

The Law Commission’s processes are public, and it is subject to the Official Information Act 1982. This 
means that if, for example, someone requests a copy of all submissions the Commission has 
received, the Commission will have to consider whether it is required to release individual 
submissions. 

If your submission includes personal information that means you could be identified (even if you do 
not provide your name), you may want to request that your submission (or the relevant part) is 
treated in confidence by the Commission. If you do not want the Commission to release all or part of 
your submission (including any personal details provided) or for it to be referred to in any 
Commission publication, please advise which parts should be withheld and the reasons. The 
Commission will take your views into account when assessing whether or not it is required to release 
the information under the Official Information Act 1982. 

If the Commission considers that a privacy interest or issue of confidentiality arises (regardless of 
whether you have sought confidentiality in advance), the Commission will make its best endeavours 
to consult you on your views before releasing the submission (if the Commission has details which 
enables it to contact you). 

The Law Commission also complies with the Privacy Act 1993, which governs how it collects, holds, 
uses and discloses personal information you provide. You have the right to access and correct your 
personal information. 
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